92             DIARY OF GIDEON WELLES      [MAY 6

Seward and myself called on the President on their be-
half, and I have detailed Commodore Jenkins to go with
the commission to Annapolis, examine the school and ves-
sels, and have an interview with the superintendent.

May 7, Tuesday. Webb, builder of the Dunderberg,
informs me he has made sale of that vessel to an agent
of the French Government. And Quintard has also sold
that Government the Onondaga. Secor and Swift apply
to purchase five more monitors, doubtless for sale to foreign
governments. Their proposition is to resume or retake the
vessels, refunding to the Government the amount we have
paid.

Seward and the Cabinet were taken aback when I in-
formed them that the French were purchasing our naval
vessels. Seward had stated that Berthe'my, the French
Minister, had called upon him to remonstrate, or inquire
into the sale of war vessels to Prussia, and he had some-
thing of a querulous story to tell. When he had got through
and I told him what the French were doing, he stood in
amazement.

I submitted the proposition of Secor and Swift for the
five vessels. He seemed disposed to sell, but Stanton, who
objected, would sell none of these vessels. Others pro-
posed to commit the whole subject to my discretion. I
informed them it was not a matter for me to decide, but
for the President, with the advice of the Cabinet, to dis-
pose of. I was, however, individually decidedly in favor
of selling so far as I had a voice.

May 11, Saturday. Thomas Ewing called on me at the
solicitation of Mrs. Dahlgren, who insists on going out
to her husband in the South Pacific. She wants a public
vessel to convey her, her two infant twins, their nurses,
etc., from Panama. A great pressure has been made upon
me from the time Admiral Dahlgren received his orders,
and Mr. Ewing has on one or two former occasions spoken